Regent University’s new bachelors program Mara
draws students with passion for cartoons.art

BY PHILIP WALZER

VIRGINIA BEACH — Nowrthey'res | — oy want O

crafting 10-second computer-geneT
ated cartoons using just thres Shapes
sphere, cube and cone

In a few vears, they dream of creat-
ing full-length classics for Pixar and
Disnev.

Sixteen students this fall entered
Regent University’s new bachelor’s
program in animation. In the nexi
four years, they will hone their draw-
ing skills, learn to master Maya - the
top-of-the-line computer program for
animators — and brush up on the his-
tory of U.S. and world animation.

Students in the program dropped
jobs, switched colleges and moved
across the state, many to pursue their
lifelong passion.

Amy Lee, 34, of Hampton, grew up
on comic books such as “Spider-Man”
and “The Prince and the Pauper
Joshua Lyman, 19, of Hampton, made
his own: He remembers sketching

E B
5 E B Regent University's
3 . ': | animation program is
= = ‘ a concentration within
= | its bachelor's degree in
- e communication.
Stugents must take 120
edit hours 1o graduate.
= Ha = howrs will come
ton ciasses
- 3s D= Pupcstry in
2rG Worsg

Sick iz
8 the r
said la<t week,
Sorv” 1 automats == =

hat's what I == 3

Southeimd —e—
En award ve=ser wh =r
director of digtd Imags =S

animation at Reg== S -
few of them" wil ==d up 1
lywood, but there = plent
opportunities elsessere.

“Almost every Sommercas
has an animated sement in ¢
Southerland said. ¥ It's nothos
more than the lees moving
animation.”

Ad agencies, meSeal sct
and even the U.S Separtme
Defense are lookag for ani=
tors, she said.
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Jonathan Fobbs, 20, Is a transfer student from Tidewater Cormmunity College’s graphic design program and now Is enrolled in
Regent University’s animation program. He and other studests work in the digital imaging Iab, also known as the “bat cave."
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